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A Tribute to Crs. Elliott 


Mrs. Maud Howe Elliott was an outstanding leader in the founding of the 
Four Arts. The Society is indebted to her for brilliant leadership in its 
early years, for inspiration always, and for the lustre cast upon the Society 
by her distinguished name. Her qualities of mind and spirit helped to estab- 
lish the Society on a high plane. Her deep interest assured success. Her 
importance to the Society was signally recognized many years ago when 
she was made Honorary President, an ofice in which she was continued 


until her death. 


Mrs. Elliott had an extraordinary mind. It seemed to glitter and shine, like 
a many faceted gem. Her personality was so exceptional, her spirit so great, 
that she gave a special charm to any meeting she attended. The poetry and 
literature readings conducted by her were intellectual treats. She was the 
author of many books, conducted an extensive correspondence, and was 
in the forefront of important movements. She was blessed with a long life, 
surviving by many years a husband to whom she was devoted. She was 
doubly blessed in that her rare qualities of mind and spirit remained with 


her until the end. 


Mrs. Elliott never lost interest in the Four Arts. She professed great pride 
and pleasure in the developments of recent years, during which the activities 


of the Society broadened and its properties expanded. She expressed herself 
as though her fondest dreams were realized. It should be recorded that our 
success reflects the sound principles, high ideals and unselfish devotion to 
art and culture which are part of the heritage she has left us. To her may be 
applied with peculiar appropriateness the words of the Roman poet Horace: 


Non Omnis Moriar (1 shall not wholly die). 


Mrs. Lorenzo E. Woodhouse 
Dr. George A. Waterman 
Ernest G. Howes 

Joseph F. Gunster 












ACKNOWLEDGMENT 


A constant stream of requests for information on the beginning of The 


Society of the Four Arts stimulated me to undertake this venture. 


My thanks go to many people: 


To Mr. Walter S. Gubelmann, President, for recognizing the need for a 


brief history and for his enthusiam in urging me to the task. 


To Mr. Joseph F. Gunster who generously allowed me to use excerpts from 
his history of the Four Arts; to Mrs. Alfred G. Kay for her information 
about the Gardens; to Mrs. Daniel J. McCarthy and Mr. William L. McKim 


for their reminiscences of the early days. 


Mrs. Helen McKinney was most helpful guiding me through the early 


minutes of the Library. 


Mr. John Gordon never failed in his encouragement and interest in this 


Mrs. Gabrielle Summerville helped me with her valuable 


endeavour; 


Miss Linda Leeds generously gave me of her time 


O. G. M. 


experience and advice; 


and talents. 








Laying the co 
were dropped 


2 ttugh Dill 
Daniel 1° man (President 1936-37), 
J. McCarthy, Joseph F. Gunster 


THE EARLY YEARS OF THE FOUR ARTS 1936 - 1947 
by Olivia Gazzam Morrish 


On May 19, 1934, an announcement signed by Mrs. Lorenzo E. Woodhouse, 
Mrs. John Elliott, and Mrs. Frederick Johnson stated that a group of citizens 
of Palm Beach had decided to organize an association for the pupose of 
promoting interest in art, literature, music, and science, and ultimately, the 
institution of a library and an art museum. The name of the association was 
the Civic Arts Association. Colonel Edward R. Bradley allowed them to meet 
at the Oasis Club, located on Old Main Street (now a continuation of Royal 


Poinciana Way.) 


These dedicated women decided that the Association would be incorporated 
by the first five or more members who would accept to be enrolled as sustain- 
ing members. (Sustaining dues $100; Subscribing $25; Annual $5; Junior $2.) 
Those who desired to join the Association were asked to send their names 
to the Civic Art Association. During the year 1935 informal meetings were 
held to map out the plans for this new organization. 


generously offered the new organization the use 
uilding he owned on Royal Palm Way (now the 
he present Four Arts building.) 


In 1936, Colonel Bradley 
of a vacant store in the b 
Embassy Apartments, adjacent to t 


On January 2, 1936, a meeting of the Civic Arts Association was held in 


this store. The following people were present: Mr. Robert Addams, Mr. C. 
Percival Dietsch, Mrs. George Dobyne, Mrs. John Elliott, Mrs. Joseph M. 
Gazzam, Sr., Miss Louise Guyol, Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Homer, Mrs. Fred- 
erick Johnson, Dr. and Mrs. Daniel J. McCarthy, Mrs. George McKinlock, 
Mrs. Frederick D. Morrish, Mrs. Edward D. Stair, Mrs. George C. Van 


Dusen, Mrs. Terry West, and Mrs. Lorenzo E. Woodhouse. 


the name of the Civic Art Association was changed to 
r Arts, and this was formed into a non-profit corpor- 
e Society received its charter. 


On January 14, 1936, 
The Society of the Fou 
ation, On February 8 th 


The first officers of the Society were: Mr. Hugh Dillman, President; Mrs. 
George C. Van Dusen, ist Vice President; Mrs. Elisha Dyer Hubbard, 2nd 
Vice President; Mrs. Sidney Homer, 3rd Vice President; Mr. C. Percival 
Dietsch, 4th Vice President; Mrs. Alfred G. Kay, Secretary-Treasurer. 
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The Board of Directors for 1936-37 were: Mrs. Lorenzo E. Woodhouse, 
Mrs. Henry R. Rea, Mrs. George A. McKinlock, Mrs. Alfred G. Kay, Dr. 
and Mrs. Daniel J. McCarthy, Dr. Edmund Leroy Dow, Mr. Maurice Fatio, 
Mr. Sidney Homer, Dr. George A. Waterman, Mr. Marion Sims Wyeth, The 
Honorable Mrs. Frederick E. Guest, Dr. Leland E. Cofer, Mrs. M. Bernard 
Philipp, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph M. Cudahy, Mr. Charlton Yarnell, Mr. and 
Mrs. Ralph Norton, Mrs. John Phipps, and Mrs. Thomas L. Chadbourne. 


The first art exhibition was held in the store at 441 Royal Palm Way and was 
assembled by Dr. Daniel McCarthy and Mrs. Frederick Johnson, chairman 
of the Art Committee. They begged and borrowed impressive works of art 
from important collectors, galleries and Palm Beach residents. The most 
notable painting in the exhibit was Rembrandt’s ‘Aristotle Contemplating 
the Bust of Homer,” lent by Lord Duveen. (This valuable painting was later 
purchased by the Metropolitan Museum of Art for over two million dollars.) 


The second show was an exhibition of modern works and of Mrs. Daniel 
J. McCarthy’s miniatures. This was followed by an exhibition of Mr. Frank 
Gair Macomber’s tapestries. (Mr. Macomber had been curator of the Boston 
Art Museum for 25 years and was a collector of antiques. He served as 
Consulting Director to the Four Arts during its early years.) 


In the store, Louise Homer, the celebrated opera singer and wife of the noted 
composer, Sidney Homer, conducted Hymn Sings every Sunday afternoon. 
These were so popular and well attended that a larger place had be found. 
Also, Mrs. Elliott was crying, “Give us a Home, give us a Library. At the 
time there was no library in Palm Beach and the residents were entirely 


dependent upon the West Palm Beach Public Library. 


When Mr. Alfred G. Kay became President, money was raised to buy the 
land and erect the first building (the present library) on Four Arts Plaza. 
This was done through the dedicated efforts of Mr. Kay and his wife Eliza- 
beth. Maurice Fatio was the architect and his firm of Trainer and Fatio 
donated their services. The land was bought from the Phipps family, and 
they subsequently donated the land to the north of the present library, which 


is now the parking lot. 
The Four Arts moved into this new building on January 8, 1938. Here, art 
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Opposite, above. A loan Collection of Old Masters, showing Rembrandt’s 
Aristotle Contemplating the Bust of Homer,” 1936. 


Opposite, below, Picasso’s “Seated Woman” (center) was lent by the Museum 
of Modern Art to an exhibition in 1936 and again twelve years later to the 
exhibit “School of Paris.” Left: “Roumanian Blouse” by Henri Matisse; right: 
Le Journal” by Juan Gris, which is now owned by the Norton Gallery. 


oe View of the exhibition “Rodin to Brancusi,” 1949. 
eft to right: Lipschitz, Brancusi, Marini. 
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lower Paintings 
Masterpieces 


1953 

15th Annual Exhibition of Konten porary 
Juror: Perry T. Rathbone, Director, 

Pre-Columbian Art 


atisse 


1954 
Racing 
Modigliani Moore | 
Graham Sutherland and Elenry ae ry American Paint 
16th Annual Exhibition . ne i, Geren, Minneapolis; ns 
aiker socia 
maaan Wiese Miami; Henri Marceau, As 


delphia Museum of Art 


Hale, Associate 
1955 _ or: Robert Beverly 
Contemporary American Painting. ee Museum of Art 
Curator of American Art, Metropol 
iIncent Van Gogh . ; 
Three Thousand Years of Chinese At 
Odilon Redon 
, ‘ Ss 
Ontemporary Painting. Juror: Jame 
R. Guggenheim Museum 
1956 _ 
Contemporary British Painting 
auguin a 
John Marin Memorial Exhibition 
1957 
Bonnard be 
aintings and Sculpture from t a 2 
aintings and Prints by Henri cary American 
19th Annual Exhibition of Contemp 
Juror: Edgar C. Schenck 
1958 . 
Paintings by Claude Monet cfellon Bruce 
aintings feorn the Collection of Mrs. 
Tints by Currier and Ives . 
Paintings by George H. Durrte 
Merican Painting and Sculpture 7 
20th Annual Exhibition of Conte 
T. Rathbone, Director, Boston 


American Paintings. 


City Art Museum, St. Louis 


; - Harvard 
_ Juror: 
eee Tyler Davis, 


Director, Phila- 


Arts 
Mi eapolis Institute of 
inn 
Toulouse-Lautrec _ 
Painting. 


American Art 
Juror: Perry 


f 
Whitney Museum Oo 
erican Painting. 


f Fine Arts 


from the 
porary Am 


Museum oO 


1959 

Imperial Chinese Robes and Textiles 

Antique Silver Lent by The National Trust of England 

John Singer Sargent and Mary Cassatt 

21st Annual Exhibition of Contem 
B. Washburn, Director of De 
Pittsburgh 


porary American Painting. Juror: Gordon 
partment of Fine Arts, Carnegie Institute, 


1960 

22nd Annual Exhibition of Cont 
Juror: Andrew C. Ritchie, D 

Paintings by Camille Pissarro 

School of Paris, 20th Century French Painters 


1961 


23rd Annual Exhibition of Contemporary American Painting. 


Juror: Adelyn D, Breeskin, Director, Baltimore Museum of Art 
Paintings from the Collection of Alvan T. Fuller 
Photography in the Fine Arts 
Drawings by Old and Modern Masters 


1962 
24th Annual Exhibition 


! | ainting. 
| Juror: Lloyd Goodrich, Director, Whitney Museum of American Art 
Paintings of the Barbizon School | 


The Arts of Persia 


American Art of Our Century from the Whitney Museum of American Art 


emporary American Painting. 


irector, Yale University Art Gallery 


Spanish Paintings and Prints 


Japanese Paintings from the Frank E. Hart Collection 
Antoine Bourdelle 


25th Annual Exhibition of Con 
Juror: Bartlett H. Hayes 
Art, Andover, Massachus 


1964 

Indian Miniatures, Collection of Mr. 
Portraits. A Record 
Primitive Arts of Africa 
26th Annual Exhibiti 


Juror: Thomas 


temporary American Painting. 


> Jt., Director, Addison Gallery of American 
etts 


Gree titute of Arts 
Great Tapestries of Four Centuries from the Minneapolis Insti 
Auguste Rodin and Berthe Morisot 


Art. 
nme eumisal, Habliiens of Conrempoery 7 gh MINIeE of Art, Atlanta 
Juror: Gudmund Vigtel, Director, 


1966 

Ships and Seas | 

English Paintings of the Victorian Era 

Antique Rugs from The Metropolitan : 

28th Annual Exhibition of Contemporaty 
Juror: Roy Moyers, Director, American 


Museum of Art 
merican Att. 
Federation of Arts 


1967 
ative Art from Haiti, from Th an 
The Collection of Mr. and Mrs. Willia 
10] Masterpieces of American ne 
Edgar William and Bernice Chrystet 
29th Annual Exhibition of cen ee 
Juror: Otto Wittman, Director, Toledo 


e Smithsonian rel 
m Coxe Wright 
ainting from t 
Garbisch _ 
American Painting. 
Museum of Art 


he Collection of 
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Fifty Paintings lent by the Whitney Senate of Horses 
Xhidition of Paintings, Prints, and Scu'p American Paint 
8 Annual Exhibition of Contemporary!" 'y ceum 0 
Juror: Merrill C. Rueppel, Director, 


um of American Art 


ings. 
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: m the 
©ntemporary European Tapestries fro | 
Cc r. and Mrs, Tig ds Hurschler oo. uror: Harris 

llection of Mrs. John Wintersteen American Painting: 


; ' f Rochester 
st Annual Exhibition of Contempor Gallery, University © 
r 


Collection of 


Prior, Director, Memorial 
1979 


re 
Pai "sured Robes of Japan . 
Six 2288 from The Phillips Collection ne 
32,1 ~etican Romantic Painters ug American Pal ¢ American Art 
a Nnual Exhibition of Contempo aiiey Museum © 
1 


Yor: John I. H. Baur, Director, w 


1971 


The Passionate Years: Expressionism in Germany 1905-1930. 
Organized by The Museum of Modern Art 

Face Coverings. An Exhibition of Masks 

Calder/Nevelson/Smith 

33rd Annual Exhibition of Contemporary American Painting. Juror: A. 
James Speyer, Curator of 20th Century Art, Art Institute of Chicago 


1972 

20th Century Portraits. 

Edward Hopper 

Hats Unlimited 

34th Annual Exhibition of Contem 
William S. Lieberman, Curato 


Organized by the Museum of Modern Art 


porary American Painting. Juror: 
r of Drawings, Museum of Modern Art 


1973 


Still Life and Flowers. From the Whitney Museum of American Art 
Collecting Prints and Sculpture .. . in all Media. A Selection from the 
Lydia and Harry Winston Collection (Dr. and Mrs. Barnett Malbin) 
American Folk Art. An exhibition in honor of Edith Gregor Halpert 
ion of Contemporary American Paintings 
Juror: John I. H. Baur, Director, Whitney Museum of American Art 


1974 


Drawings from The Art Institute of Chicago 

Master Drawings and Watercolors from The Yale 

Contemporary American Sculpture from the 
Whitney Museum of American Art 

36th Annual Exhibition of 
Juror: Thomas M. Mess 


University Art Gallery 


Contemporary American Painting. 
er, Director, Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum 


1975 


Antique English Silver. The Folger Collection 
Ferdinand Howald Collection from the Columb 
Views of Florida by American Masters 


37th Annual Exhibition of Contemporary American Painting, 
Juror: Martin Friedman, Director, Walker Art Center, Minneapolis 


us Gallery of Fine Arts 











rhe nial 
ibiti Mark the Bicenten 
< eal ae Larrea "A Selection from = Spreckels Dance 
° ° ci 
Collection, The Fine Arts Museums of San Fran 
Lyonel Feininger (1871-1956) 
38th Annual Exhibition of Contempere' 7 
Juror: James Nowell Wood, Director; 


American Painting. 


The St. Louis Art Museum 


Kay for the 
5. Alfred G. 
Su h in the Four Arts Gardens. hog Mr 
m. se in , 
Garden, Club ‘of Palm Beach Flower Show 
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PRESIDENTS OF THE SOCIETY OF THE FOUR ARTS 


1936-37 


1937-39 


1939-4] 


1941-48 


1948-50 


1950-54 


1954-56 


1956 


1956-61 


1961-66 


1966- 


Hugh Dillman 
Alfred G. Kay 
Daniel J. McCarthy 
Joseph F. Gunster 
Matthew T. Mellon 
Harold Fowler 
Marion Sims Wyeth 
Harold Fowler 
Marion Sims Wyeth 
A. Atwater Kent, Jr. 


Walter S. Gubelmann 


DIRECTORS OF THE SOCIETY O 


1936-38 
1939 
1940-41 
1942-55 
1955-56 
1956-69 
1969- 


LIBRARIANS OF THE FO 


1940-44 
1944-52 
1952-57 
1957- 


— THE FOUR ARTS 


Mrs. Mary E. Aleshire 


Paul Anglim 
Frank Gair Macomber 


Mrs. Ann Poeller 
Alan McNab 
Russell A. Plimpton 
John Gordon 


Alice Gibson 
Josephine Baty 
Vincent Rapettt 
Helen McKinney 


BENEFACTORS 


Ziuta and Joseph James Akston 
Paul G. Brown 

Edmund LeRoy Dow 

Benson and Edith Ford 

Stanton Griffis 

Enid A. Haupt 

A. Atwater Kent, Jr. 


Elizabeth Donner N orment 


el | 
ntetra’’ b 
y Isam M 
u Noguchi, which was 


Gift of Z 


| WEN thd 
‘heat Wit 
« nt 4 ou wet 


PATRONS 


Arthur Bradley Campbell 
Emily Bedford Fosdick 
George and Barbara Headley 
Edwin and Grace Hokin 
Charlotte and William McKim 
Ailsa Bruce Mellon 

William P. Schweitzer 

Philip and Edith Sharples 
Harold W. Sweatt 

Mary Scott Taylor 


iuta a 
nd Joseph James jon in the spring of 1976 





DRAMA 


1938.41 
1942-52 
1952-56 


COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 


PLANNING and PROGRAM 
1938-40 Mrs. George Van Dusen 


Mrs. Alfred G. Ka 
Harvey Ladew : 
Mrs. Edward F. Hutton 


EDUCATION 


1938.42 


Mrs. Edward Stair 


HOSTESS 
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1942.44 
1945 

1946.47 
1947-48 
1948-5] 
195 1655 
1955.62 
1962.72 
1972 


Princess B. G Odeschalchi 
Mrs. Joseph F. Gunster 
Mrs. Drew Johnston 

Mrs, Joseph F. Gunster 
Mrs. Ernest G. Howes 
Mrs. Joseph F. Gunster 
Mrs. Harold Fowler 

Mrs. Marion Sims Wyeth 
Mrs. A. Atwater Kent, Jr. 
Mrs. A. Atwater Kent, Jr. 
Mrs. Philip Hulitar 


TOMMITTEE FOR 
OR ACTIVITIES 


1944.58 
1958-65 
1965-69 
1969.7} 
1970.71 
1974. 


Mrs. Frederick D. Morrish 
Mrs. H. Down Nelson 
Mrs. Charles H. Baird 


Mrs. William T. Young, Jr. 


Mrs. George W. Phillips 
Mrs. Louis O. Hilton 


LECTURES 


1938.39 
1943.59 
1950.56 
1956.58 
1958.66 
1966.70 
1970. 


Ernest G. Howes 
John H. Perry 
Harold Fowler 
Farl E. T. Smith 
Stanton Griffis 
John C. Lane 
Earl E. T. Smith 


MEMBERSHIP 


193g. 

th ae 
1946.48 
1948.59 
1950.52 
1952.59 


Mrs. Frederick D. Morrish 
Arthur Bradley Campbell 
Ernest G. Howes 
Mrs. Gray Foster 

ts. J. Spencer Love 
C. Markham Langham 


MUSIC 


1936 

1937-40 
1941 

1942 

1943-49 
1946-48 
1948-49 
1949-51 
1951-55 
1955-56 
1956-60 
1960-69 
1969-72 
1972-73 


1973- 


Mrs 
Mrs 
Mrs 


_ Sidney Homer 
_ Grover Loening 


’ Marion Sims Wyeth 


Mrs. H. H. Windsor, Jr. 
Princess Zalstem-Zalessky 


Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. J 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 


PUBLICITY 


1939 


Charles Davis 
William T. Grant 
ohn S. Pillsbury 
Paulding Fosdick 
Vaughn Cc. Spalding 
Julius W. Noyes 
Walter S. Gubelmann 
Ogden Phipps 
Henry W. Bagley, 
Ira F. Warner 
Henry W. Bagley 


Mrs. Joseph Cudahy 


SPECIAL GIFTS 
1948-49 Ernest G. Howes 


TROPICAL DESIGN 
Mrs. George Van Dusen 


1941 


ADULT FILMS 


1948-51 
1951-54 
1954-62 
1962-67 
1967-70 
1970-72 
1972-76 


JUNIOR FILMS 
Mrs. J 
Mrs 
Mrs. J 
Mrs 


Mrs. Eleanot 
Mrs. Raymond J. 


1951-92 
1952-54 
1954-56 
1956-99 
1959-62 
1962-72 


Mrs 


_ James A. dePeyster 


Harvey Ladew 


Mrs 
Mrs 


Charles R. Wilson 


Marco J ohannsen 


Mrs. H. Down Nelsen 


John C. Lane 
Mrs. H. Down Nelson 


ames A. dePeyster 
Charles R. Wilson 
J. Timothy Killen, Jr. 
_ Floyd L. Carlisle 


Wean, Jr. 


GARDEN 


1942 Mrs. Alfred G. Kay 
1943-44 Mrs. Hugh Dillman 
1946-48 Rufus W. Scott 

1948-50 Mrs. L. F. V. Hoppin 
1950-53 Mrs. Frank N. Horton 
1953-56 Mrs. Joseph F. Gunster 
1956-58 Mrs. William Y. Sayad 
1958-60 Mrs. Abram Nesbitt II 
1960-61 Mrs. Oscar W. Johnson 
1961-62 Mrs. Alfred G. Kay 
1962-63 Mrs. Oscar W. Johnson 
1963-66 Mrs. William Y. Sayad 
1966-68 Mrs. James A. dePeyster 
1968-70 Mrs. Charles R. Wilson 
1970-72 Mrs. Gurnee Thorndike 
1972-74 Mrs. Bernard Peyton 
1974-76 Mrs. A. Parker Bryant 
1976- Mrs. H. Down Nelson 


LITERATURE 

1938-40 Mrs. Maud Howe Elliott 
1940 Mrs. Samuel Heilner 
BUILDING 

1938 Alfred G, Kay 


GROUNDS AND BUILDINGS 
1948-53 George S. Ross 


1953-70 Marion Sims Wyeth 
1970- Philip Hulitar 


LIBRARY 


1938-39 
1940-48 
1948-51 
1951-56 
1956-63 
1963-67 
1967-70 
1970-76 
1976- 


Mrs. Maud Howe Elliott 

Dr. George Waterman 

Mrs. Joseph M. Cudahy 

Mrs. Marion Sims Wyeth 

Mrs. Elizabeth Donner Norment 
Mrs. A. Parker Bryant 

Mrs. Abram Nesbitt II 

Mrs. Elizabeth Donner Norment 
Mrs. J. Timothy Killen, Jr. 


ACCESSIONS 


1948-49 
1949-50 
1950-59 
1959-64 


ART 

1938-42 
1939-40 
1943-48 
1948-5] 
1951-53 
1953-56 
1956-60 
1960-61 
1961-64 
1964. 


Mrs. Daniel J. McCarthy 
Mrs. Wiley R. Reynolds, Jr. 
Mrs. M. R. Page Hufty 
Mrs. Harold Fowler 


Mrs. Frederick Johnson (Painting) 
Percival Dietsch (Sculpture) 
William L. McKim 

Mrs. Matthew T. Mellon 

Mrs. Paul Moore 

Mrs. Harold Fowler 

Mrs. James C. Clark 

Mrs. Seton Lindsay 

Mr. and Mrs. George W. Headley 
Mrs. George W. Headley 


